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It is of vital importance to pay attention to the general condi-
tions and the specific events in the patient's life, both present and
past; but I shall now go on to emphasize the conclusion that none
of these details of actual experience would carry us very far without
knowledge of their precise meaning to the patient himself; in other
words, without understanding of the unconscious phantasies
which they stir up and foster, or help to neutralize, and the
feelings and defences which are associated with these phantasies.
Take, for instance, the boy's first action in the analytic room,
his putting the toy engine between two coaches and asking me
"Engines do go like this, don't they? You do have a coach in front,
don't you?" (As I have shown, some of the significance of this
was clear to me, in relation to what I already knew of the boy's
circumstances. But much more meaning was brought out in later
sessions, since Jack often arranged the engine and coaches in the
same w^ay, in different analytic contexts.)
The boy knew quite well, of course, that engines, in actual
practice, run in front of the coaches and not between them. Thus
it was clear that, in his action and query, he denied a piece of
knowledge in a symbolic way. In our experience, denial is
primarily a defence against anxiety and an attempt to solve
unconscious conflicts. What the boy was concerned with was the
abnormal situation at home, where one man, his uncle, was
between two women, and they were treated in an unequal way
by him. Furthermore, this play expressed his protest against
his mother's claim that ccladies go first", and his doubt about her
reliability and truthfulness. Unconsciously, he saw in this de-
mand a sign of her depreciation of his manliness and of his wish
for independence, ultimately a sign of her intention to castrate
him. One source of this anxiety was his own desire to steal his
uncle's penis, incorporating it orally and anally; and this turned
his mother into a persecuting rival. Considering again the
conditions in which he lived, "ladies first" also meant that his
mother envied the privileged position of the aunt who was really
the first lady in the house and came first with the uncle. This
fact was of particular importance, because guilt and anxiety are
always greatly reinforced if the object attacked in phantasy is
unhappy in actual reality.
This brings us to another point of importance. Melanie Klein
has found that, in her experience, the tendencies of the boy's
inverted (Edipus complex are influenced in quantity and quality